
The author, with this volume and through his work in European
Parliament, wants to give new vitality and passion to the ideal of a
united Europe trying to bring it at the center of citizens life, espe-
cially younger generation.

This theme, so dear to past generations, after the Second World
War, has given a great sign of peace, future and hope to the whole
European continent.

With the hope that young people know to collect and preserve
this precious legacy, still able to inspire and give important and po-
sitive messages to all of us.

Franz Turchi in June 1999 was elected to European Parliament.
In his work as a MEP has actively attended in important areas
such as major works, development of small and medium enterpri-
ses, health care, European coordination of civil protection, satelli-
te navigation project Galileo; the Ten (Trans European Network).
He has been a member of the Delegation to Israel. His academic
career has seen him as speaker at international conferences, on to-
pics related to Italy, Europe and the challenges that have waited
and are still waiting.
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Foreword

Europe joined up and really accomplished it. In brief, it is the ideal of re-
concilement and stability who Turchi’s family has always followed over time 
in our country and in the whole mainland. Recently this family has been the 
hero of many activities, in order of period we found passionate work of Franz.

In different years, this book goes over basic phases in a number of econo-
mical, political and social fields. 

Europe must tackle a way who De Gasperi went and began by Rome’s 
Treaties in 1957. I know Franz from long time and I discovered in him a 
political attitude that I saw it and in my generation, but today there isn’t this 
concept. I hope and I believe in my political field, like a whole domain where 
I drilled my fruits, in immediate or next future. 

Giulio Andreotti
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Introduction

Europe, what a dream!
Yes, that’s an idea in my mind, I have been to Strasbourg in 1999 and I 

have always the same idea in my brain, I have always carried out my thou-
ghts and my journey through the European institutions.

This book would be a sign to understand our changes in our old continent 
at political and economic, as well as at social level.

In the meantime I’m trying to do a close examination of the major events 
of last ten years (euro, expansion) as to give a perspective to all this.

I believe that the passage of national power portions, mainly in security, 
foreign and economic policy, can lead to a real building of Europe not only 
at institutional and bureaucratic level, but in particular popular front.

How many of us Do you know the meaning of PESC (Common Foreign 
and Security Policy) and not confuse it with some fruit or vegetable? Or 
how many people Do you know PSR (Program of Rural Growth), FEOGA 
(European Fund of Agricultural Guarantee Organization) and FERS (Eu-
ropean Regional Development Fund)? Few people know, the answer and 
only the technicians.

Indeed, I believe that only when Europe will speak with a common voice 
in foreign policy and will have one army, or at least one representative, and 
one economic policy, people will understand and will appeal to it.

Today, unfortunately this process is blocked because on one hand we 
do not delegate real powers to Europe, but only what bothers us in our 
Countries (for example, regulations, rules, restrictions) and on the other 
it is seen as an obligation to respect (procedures, judgments) that in some 
cases it even more complicated in everyday, life: both in our professional 
activities, and in the family.

Unfortunately I do not have a recipe, but I think we can follow one way 
to finally get something that is felt by all, or at least the majority, as positive.



14

I think that everything depends on discovering European’s values​, such as 
God, and family; God seen as three monotheistic religions (Catholic, Jewish, 
Muslim); native land means national interest, see for example products de-
fense; family as father, mother and children, namely the natural.

We need rediscover Europe’s economy based on agriculture, manufactu-
ring and services; as well as focusing on research in all areas and on “guar-
dian ship” and defense of culture.

If young people begin to think about all this and follow aim, then we have 
successfully carried out what is our mission link several European people, 
different religions, histories and cultures.

I hope that reading all of this, they understand passion, decision and 
my political think toward Europe, it influenced me and my action in last 
ten years.

Thank you for collaboration to Gabriele Polgar and Franca Di Foggia.
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1999… Why Europe

1. Euro driving force of Europe

Word Europe in Italy is associated with word crisis, in a succession of 
mutual accusations between eminent exponents of Italian politics. 

It seems incredible that while everyone celebrates arrival of euro, is 
symbol of bond in the States members of the European Union, we divide 
into internal quarrels over who gets to go to his presidency or rather about 
who should be “likely” candidate.

Result is that, instead of proving to be a solid and united Country, espe-
cially when international economy looks at us and analyzes individual Mem-
ber States, we do not seek for candidate of relief or thickness to represent 
Italy, but we are looking for a candidate to be sent to Europe in order to 
satisfy “our” games of domestic politics.

It is really true that it was made unity of economic and monetary policy 
but we need do political one. We do know even of clashes between Countries 
that continue to compare to same nomination to the European Central Bank 
is creating severe instability in an organism that everything must do unless 
to show uncertainty to its vertices. 

Euro is just beginning of a great goal that it should link all of us: true 
and solid glue of Countries belonging to Community with a common 
and wide-ranging foreign policy, a policy of Defense that do not contrast 
various positions involved, but that gives us an international role, fight 
against crime as agriculture problems and so on all other matters of crucial 
importance. 

Of course, beginning of euro has been invigorating everyone, even for 
the most skeptical on subject, but it must be driving force for initiatives in 
all primary areas of a State which in this case has expanded its borders more 
than 300 million people.
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On the carpet we have as first challenge unemployment and lifeless 
growth of national economies, points on which we must quickly act wi-
thout flattening on the euro success in financial markets, but starting to 
seriously discuss of flexible working and reduction of the tax burden for 
businesses.

Gone are the days of political slogans, we must act, otherwise the market 
will immediately answer as negative. 

2. A new policy for assistance and security towards Europe

Now we can no longer talk about pensions problem only as a propagan-
distic argument, but we have to intervene and stabilize the sector. This is 
subject that is not affects older people, but also younger ones like myself, 
being now certain that following this rate we could not have anymore any 
retirement.

In Italy, IRS (Internal Revenue Service) takes three percentage points hi-
gher than in other Countries and does it even on low pensions, exacerbating 
problem.

Nobody never consider that we should “raise” minimum pensions, which 
are majority, or that we should try, with entry in euro, to tie them to “real” 
indexes of cost of living increase.

Further, to consider retraites problem as the “big bad wolf” of course does 
not solve it, but magnify it with dizzying increases required for seniority 
pensions in comparison with those of oldness.

However it is not a fault of the people if there is not credibility in a Count-
ry with development opportunities and also if they fear the pensions disap-
pearance or reduction.

In the meantime we have never hear of the delay caused to 650,000 pen-
sioners with the new reform, healthy thing perhaps for the public deficit, 
but to the limit of democratic freedoms for the people of a Country who 
declares civil.

At this point, speaking of reform, I want to point out that from 1993 to 
1998 were saved 90.000 billion lire, but at the same time there has been no 
change in the health and social care for all of us. If, in fact, on the one hand 
the State “save” enormous sums of money, the other should compensate with 
better public services offered to us citizens.

This is not the case and more and more we are forced to accept reductions 
in our paychecks and retraites without having to change anything in terms of 
infrastructure, services and support to disabled people. 

Solutions to the problem may be: 
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–	 Reduction of the tax burden on pensions, bringing it to the European ave-
rage; 

–	 Defuse the pensions problem as a non-problem, instead considering it a 
right of people, in order to provide a stable and reliable solution;

–	 Maximize, or better focus, “saving” the State towards welfare and health 
services. Also bind to real index pensions by the cost of living, especially 
keeping an eye on minimum;

–	 Ultimately, create growth and wealth will allow to retirees to more and 
more interact, even when it will be surpassed threshold of their working 
lives, with new experiences in the world of work.

3. Siding with the Catholic Volunteers
 
“Rediscovering the Christian roots of Europe”. So Pope John Paul II spo-

ke several times, and I believe him, we should all act to deal with serious 
problems facing the Old Continent. Tragic problems, such as war, or socially 
and spiritually devastating problems, such as lack of jobs and family bre-
akdown.

But how do we rediscover our Christian roots? One of the most eloquent 
answer surely comes to us every day by silent and tireless world of the Chri-
stian and Catholic volunteers: from organizations, associations, large and 
small communities based on the strength of faith and engaged in a work of 
inestimable value. A job that deserves respect and, above all, support. Moral 
support but also political. Support from the Italian government and, increa-
singly, by the European institutions.

In fact, Europe is one of subjects intended to deal with an increasingly in-
fluential and active manner about problems and needs of a globalized world. 
And it is in Europe, then, that we must be committed to recognition of these 
efforts and these values.

Moreover, from the tragedy of these days (extermination taking place in 
Kosovo) there comes a double confirmation. 

First: without the action of Catholic volunteers, without those supplies of 
food and medicines, without moral support and medical care, the plight of 
that people on the run would be even bigger.

Second: often not only organizational agility, but also political and diplo-
matic skills of Catholic volunteers can achieve results unthinkable of indivi-
dual governments. Therefore it is an unique heritage, a reality that should be 
promoted and encouraged with aid and concrete support.
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4. Why Europe
 
How much value Do you still have ideas, processes, purposes, programs 

at the spectacle offered by some political forces? How much confidence is 
still remained in the electorate after the ratification of reversals consumed 
in municipalities, in regions, in Parliament? According to me, dear friend, 
nothing more than Europe can help us get over through this.

No culture more than the European can also stimulate our Country on the 
road to modernity, the free market, the full employment, the free teaching, 
the true solidarity and social and humanitarian rights.

I therefore believe that today Italy needs more than ever to rely in Europe, 
to solve problems of the South and to take advantage of the huge untapped 
potential so far. Both to restart the economy drastically decreasing the taxes 
and to combat unemployment through greater labor flexibility. Both to re-
store security to honest and industrious citizens and to guarantee their health 
care system and social security to be efficiently and reliably over time.

Also, do not forget, with launch of the single currency is important for the 
European Parliament is set to grow considerably. It is in our own interest ensu-
re Italy, a founding Country of the Community, finally acquire a position to a 
proper role. The party National Alliance has forever been fighting agaist these 
awards! For this we need lavish all our efforts, civic passion and professional 
experience in an effort to give a voice to those who believe in the ideals and 
values of a healthy and united family and a just and fraternal society; this is be-
cause I think this only I hope we have to restart our Italian Company, in Europe. 

5. Now merger mania explodes 

In Europe, as indeed in a part rest of the world, acquisitions and merging 
are in order of day. I think about world there is value of merging in the insu-
rance and banking was $ 232 billion, in electronics and telecommunications 
more than $ 78 billion, in tourism of almost $ 30 billion.

With these numbers, we need understand why merger mania was born. 
On what basis and with what objectives the most important sectors of the 
international economy point to merging?

The answer is based on some basic considerations: the first concerns the 
so-called globalization of markets, and so they need ensure a services net-
work and a product one sales as widely as possible.

The second it has to do with development of technology which is always 
becoming faster,than forcing more and more companies to be competitive in 
both price and quality of products.
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Also I add a revolution euro, forcing the European market to further ac-
celerate what had already happened in other continents.

Added to this is that free competition interfere more and more in terms of 
prices for both products and services and there is a need to improve compa-
nies quality in all of its target sectors.

6. The right man at the right time

These days, after the European election campaign, the news that most exci-
ted me and gave me wish in international politics is the candidacy of George 
Bush in the U.S. presidential election. So far passions of entire families, often 
with some difficulty and related risks, but always introduced by the enthusiasm 
and after a big emotional push, brought into politics the great power of ideas.

In families with political tradition, in moments of relaxation and reflec-
tion, the focus is not based on topics such as sports or business interests, but 
still on politics. Ever since you’re a kid policy is breathed at home as the 
true and only argument to which one should pay attention, for which one 
suffers and rejoices. George Bush follows political traditions that his family 
expressed in the last century, and at the same time is a continuation of poli-
tical ideals and values of the Republican Party who made great the United 
States. The traditions are renewed and gain strength and in some cases they 
also give hope to see winning political ideas and projects.

Indeed, In my opinion, we are going to the end of this “democratic cycle” 
and that we get back to a changing of the guard with the advent of a possible, 
and highly desirable, Republican Presidency. We could not possibly find a 
better credited candidate, with a family, especially the parents, who knows 
all the American machinery of state and, not least, is recognized as an inter-
national figure of great prestige.

The same candidate son is recognized as a good politician and also de-
monstrated dowries power management certainly considerable, having been 
recently re-elected governor of Texas. Everyone, including the American 
press, recognize his qualities.

The road from here to the election and still long and strewn with obsta-
cles, but our hope can only be this: ad maiora! 

7. My commitment in Strasbourg
 
What a campaign for the European elections! After two months to run for 

a huge college, more than 9 million voters, spread over four regions, having 
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