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Preface

The issue of sustainable development risks to become a meaningless
concept if there isn’t the will and the ability to valorize the actors that, in a
territory, invest daily in it.

Among the main stakeholders of a territory, the virtuous enterprises are
those which today highly risk the “isolation” if they are not sustained by
the appropriate systems and instruments of governance able to ensure not
only the relative sustainability in time and space, but above all to give their
important contribution in the pursuit of the well-being sustainability of the
entire society.

Taking into consideration this important role of the companies and the
challenges, as well as the opportunities that the green investments propose
to different production sectors, the Cesvitec has entrusted to the Depart-
ment of Economic and Law Studies of the University of Naples “Partheno-
pe” a research project to support the “Enterprise System” of the Campania
Region in the planning of sustainable growth strategies through the defini-
tion of a prototype of collaborative and informative platform concerning
the Excellences of environmental sustainability.

In particular, the project suggests to identify within the regional Enter-
prise System a pool of green-oriented leader companies able to direct the
“Campania Enterprise System” towards highly responsible behavior regard-
ing the sustainable growth objective. For this reason the project gives both
a theoretical and experiential contribution to the realization of a Green So-
ciety, an essential condition in order to obtain and strengthen the “Enter-
prise System” towards a “green” growth.

The “Enterprise System” of the Campania Region, in fact, can give an
important contribution to the sustainable growth, operating as a multiplying
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set of social, economic and environmental well-being as well as ensuring to
the present and to the future generations new perspectives of usability and
conservation of the environmental assets.

In such perspective, the existence within the regional “Enterprise Sys-
tem” of a pool of leader companies in the field of the Green Economy, rep-
resents the starting point for the pursuit of the well-being sustainability in
Campania region. However, how can we synthesize the target of the project
if not by mentioning exactly the Excellences; that is the companies that
have already since time invested in the greening strategies and that have
become for the “Enterprise System” of the region a lighthouse to factually
enter into a dimension of sustainability.

GOingREEN - This is the new imperative for all the stakeholders of
our territory. Very often, in fact, these subjects, with their orientation, push
towards the increase of the territorial well-being or vice versa they build a
stumbling block. The stakeholders in difficulty in the competition between
territorial systems, in terms of efficiency in the administration of the social,
economic and human capital carry out policies of environmental dumping.
Such strategy generates the liable inability of natural stock to support the
needs of eco-system services connected to three determiners of the well-
being sustainability.

The solution to build a Green Society, however, can represent a sustain-
able pathway only if it will be founded on a widely diffuse new territorial
culture that points to:

1. the recognition of the environmental assets as a distinctive element

of the territory;

2. the assertion of global environmental rules;

3. the assertion of a new idea of protection;

4. the broad participation of all the territorial stakeholders in the envi-

ronmental process of cultural conversion.

The Green Society is, therefore, the answer to the environmental issue.
It should impede the latter to become always more a factor that limits the
pursuit of the new society project in the territorial systems, actually in crisis
because of the global competition.

Engineer Vito Grassi
President of Cesvitec
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Introduction

The challenges to the environmental dimension of well-being today im-
pose to take on new behaviours and to follow new development pathways,
taking in consideration the determiners of the well-being sustainability.

In particular, all the actors of a territory or better, its stakeholders,
should always maintain a green orientation as a distinctive element of the
Green Society.

At the same time, in order to determine this orientation, it is necessary
that the present strategies that try to face the economic, social, territorial
and generational questions with limited and partial visions, they strive to
enter in a real regime of well-being sustainability.

From this point of view, the promotion and the centrality of the culture
of environmental sustainability becomes fundamental in the territorial sys-
tems; that is, the Environmental Empowerment is an essential changing en-
gine for the building of a new project of society sustainability oriented and,
therefore, it is the foundation for a Green Society.

The determination of a green orientation, as a supporting strategy of a
Green Society, however, requires also a new approach, a universal ap-
proach, founded on the globalization of the environmental rules to safe-
guard the repeatability of the natural capital; on the identitary differentia-
tions of the territorial systems; on the ability to listen to the environmental
“particular stakeholders”, such as the weak categories, victims substantial-
ly more sensitive and more exposed to externalities of the actions of envi-
ronmental dumping.

In fact, only if the project of market globalization is accompanied by
that of the globalization of environmental rules, the natural capital will not
continue to assume the character of a cost factor in the competition among
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territorial systems, causing a risk for its repeatability in those systems una-
ble to plan competitive strategies based on the building of social nets, effi-
ciency and innovation.

Therefore in this process of the multilateral institutions, the ability of the
local government, oriented towards the promotion of the environmental
identity, must be supported as driver for territorial identity.

Finally, all the non-profit organizations operating in the environmental
field should give voice to the environmental requests that rise from those
segments of society that, from the negative environmental externalities un-
dergo damages to their health and/or more generally to their quality of life
and to their standard of material well-being conditions.

In other words the Green Society should become the tool to reach the
objective of a shared territorial well-being and of its sustainability, or to
factually enter in a sustainability regime.

In order to support such process, in particular, all the strategies and pub-
lic and private tools intervene in a synergic and repetitive manner propos-
ing a unanimous behaviour founded on the sharing of information, on the
promotion of knowledge and, above all, on the developments of those so-
cial, institutional and business realities that with their attitude are able to
orient an entire territorial system: the Excellences of Sustainability, oth-
erwise scattered particles in a territory unable to give contents to their
commitment.

In consideration of this, the book has been articulated in such a way to
offer a contribution in operative and experiential terms, as well as scien-
tific, in regard to the realization of an international and collaborative in-
strument able to support the companies of the Campania region fo find their
path for sustainable development, particularly focusing on the building and
tourism.

In particular, starting from the description of the well-being sustainabil-
ity concept and from the contribution that the environmental dimension has
to offer in the relative pursuit, such text gives a description of the environ-
mental dynamics of the determiners of the Green Society.

The contributions are then focused on the best procedures of green
economy for construction and sustainable eco-tourism giving examples of
excellences in Texas, United States, with a series of recommendations and
useful guidelines for the implementation of the Green Society.

From the overseas realities, subsequently, the attention is directed to-
wards sustainable construction projects in Campania region, giving some
good practice indications followed by several enterprises of the region.
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The final part contains a series of guidelines for the planning and im-
plementation of the GOingREEN web platform: an instrument thought and
implemented to give visibility to the Excellences of our Region.

Professor Gian Paolo Cesaretti
President of the Simone Cesaretti Foundation
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Section 1
The Green Society: Theoretical Framework

The first section concerns the conceptual and theoretical framework of
the Green Society, understood as a set of policies and strategies that, point-
ing on the environment, are able not only to create well-being, but also to
maintain it over time and space.

In this perspective it provides an overview on the main international and
European actions, programmes and examples in this direction. Moreover,
this part focuses on the idea of the reliability of Natural Capital and on the
analysis of the human impacts on the Ecosystem. It contains also a proposal
for the governance of the targets and instruments to build the Green Society
in the territories, by enhancing and valorizing the relative Systems of Ex-
cellence.
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1. Towards the Green Society”

by Gian Paolo Cesaretti and Rosa Misso

Abstract

The Green Society represents the right solution to avoid that Environ-
mental issue becomes a limiting factor for the pursuit of a new project of
society based on the well-being sustainability.

The realization of this society consists of a set of policies and strategies
able to “create sustainable well-being” by focusing on the environment, and
requires new approaches to the green, new visions of governance and new
tools capable of intercepting stakeholders to valorize to obtain a real sus-
tainability.

Starting from this consideration this chapter provide a description of the
path to follow to build the Green Society, proposing a review of some ex-
amples of strategies adopted at European level to ensure the replicability of
the stock of natural capital together with the other capital stocks (economic,
social and human) and suggesting the construction of a web platform to
impede the risk of isolation that often threatens the Excellences of Sustain-
ability.

* This work is a result of the joined commitment of the authors. More in particular, para-
graphs 1.1 and 1.2 have been edited by Gian Paolo Cesaretti; while the paragraphs 1.3, 1.4,
1.5, 1.6 and 1.7 have been edited by Rosa Misso.
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